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2017 was a banner year for Advance Illinois.

Our unique brand of policy analysis, community engagement, communications, and 

legislative strategy allowed us to do what was once thought impossible: fix Illinois’ 

broken school funding system. For decades, Illinois ranked worst-in-the-nation for 

equitable school funding. Over five years of arduous advocacy, Advance Illinois and the 

diverse partners of the Funding Illinois’ Future coalition and Fix the Formula campaign 

successfully pushed for legislation that brought about historic school funding reform. 

Illinois’ new funding system is equitable. It recognizes the individual needs of all 

students in rural, urban, and suburban areas across the state and accounts for each 

district’s property wealth. The system then drives resources to the most underfunded 

schools. Our state now has the foundation to ensure students’ zip codes do not 

determine the quality of their education.

This is just the beginning. The new school funding system is vital in supporting all 

students throughout their school career and beyond. In the midst of the school funding 

campaign, we continued our efforts to help Illinois achieve its goal of having 60% of 

adults with a postsecondary degree or certification by 2025. To do this, we focused 

on key levers of the education continuum, including kindergarten transitions, teacher 

quality, college and career readiness, and school improvement under the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA). At the same time, we kicked off a statewide listening tour as 

part of our organization’s 10th anniversary activities. The feedback gathered from 

communities across the state will help us develop a robust agenda for the next  

10 years. 

Our funding victory has shown us what's possible when we combine thoughtful policy 

and strategy, timely and actionable communications, and tireless advocacy. We look 

forward to sharing our 10-year agenda and more game-changing initiatives in the 

months ahead.  

Thank you for your partnership in this work,

JOHN A. EDWARDSON

Co-Chair, Advance Illinois

GINGER OSTRO

Executive Director, Advance Illinois

MARIN GJAJA

Co-Chair, Advance Illinois

Dear Friend, 
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What It Took To Win
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2017 Wins

Influenced the state’s new ESSA 

plan to ensure the new accountability 

system would be fair, clear and 

supportive and include a supports 

and intervention system that provides 

meaningful help for struggling 

schools to improve.

Supported the development and 

implementation of the Kindergarten 

Individual Development Survey 

commonly known as KIDS. This 

comprehensive, statewide measure 

of kindergarten readiness was 

implemented during the 2017-18 

school year.
Organized a diverse group of 

stakeholders to understand the 

teacher shortage in Illinois and  

align on key short-term and  

long-term goals.

#TEACHERS4ILFUTURE

Strengthened Illinois’ 60 by 25 

Network by educating communities 

on how to bring together 

education institutions, businesses 

and nonprofits to form a more 

comprehensive system that helps 

students prepare for life after  

high school.

Led a campaign to reform Illinois’ 

education funding system. The 

Governor signed SB1947 into law  

on Aug. 31, 2017.
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Financials

	 	 Foundations		 	$1,751,257		

	 	 Corporations		 	$169,50

	 	 Individuals		 	$126,212			

	 	 Other		 $44,000

			 Total Revenue*  $2,090,969 

	 	 Program	Related		 $1,947,913		

	 	 Fundraising		 $271,874

	 	 General	Administration		 $152,488		

			 Total Expenses  $2,372,275  

6% 7%

84% 82%

8%

11%

2%

REVENUE EXPENSES

* Per GAAP requirements, revenue includes restricted and multiyear pledges recognized in FY2017 and for which corresponding expenses 
will be incurred in subsequent years.
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JOHN A. EDWARDSON*
Co-Chair	 
Former Chairman & CEO, CDW

MARIN GJAJA
Co-Chair 
Senior Partner and Managing Director, 
Boston Consulting Group 

HON. JIM EDGAR* 
Founding Co-Chair 
Former Governor of Illinois

WILLIAM M. DALEY* 
Founding Co-Chair 
Managing Partner and Head of U.S. 
Operations, Argentiere Capital;  
Former White House Chief of Staff

ELLEN ALBERDING* 
President, The Joyce Foundation

HARRY BERMAN 
Former Executive Director,  
Illinois Board of Higher Education

LEW COLLENS* 
President Emeritus, Illinois Institute  
of Technology

REV. K. EDWARD COPELAND 
Pastor, New Zion Baptist Church & Chair, 
Alignment Rockford

JUDY ERWIN 
Managing Director, Kivvit

JAMES C. FRANCZEK, JR.* 
Founding Partner and President, 
Franczek Radelet P.C.

LYNDA PARKER 
Assistant Principal,  
Oak Park River Forest High School

SYLVIA PUENTE* 
Executive Director, Latino Policy Forum

JUAN SALGADO 
Chancellor, City Colleges of Chicago

ROB STEWART 
Area Vice President,  
State Farm Insurance

SARA R. STOELINGA 
Sara Liston Spurlark Director and 
Clinical Professor, Urban Education 
Institute, University of Chicago

JASON J. TYLER 
Executive Vice President and Global 
Head, The Institutional Group,  
Northern Trust

REBECCA WATTLEWORTH 
Math and Science Teacher,  
Warrensburg-Latham High School

FOUNDER’S CLUB 
$500,000 AND UP
The Joyce Foundation 

VISIONARIES 
$250,000 – $499,999
Walton Family Foundation 

CHAIRMAN’S COUNCIL 
$100,000 – $249,999 

Anonymous  

The Crown Family 

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

Robert R. McCormick Foundation  

State Farm Insurance Companies 

PATRONS 
$50,000 – $99,999 

CME Group Foundation  

Edwardson Family Foundation  

Grand Victoria Foundation 

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 

W. Clement and Jessie V. Stone 
Foundation

SUSTAINERS 
$25,000 – $49,999

Boston Consulting Group 

The Brinson Foundation 

Lew Collens 

Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust 

Steans Family Foundation 

BENEFACTORS 
$10,000 – $24,999
William Daley and Bernadette Keller 

James C. Franczek, Jr.,  
Founding Partner and President, 
Franczek Radelet P.C. 

Jim and Karen Frank  

Robin Steans and Leonard Gail  

Marin and Kate Gjaja  

Gorter Family Foundation

ADVOCATES 
$5,000 –9,999 

Anonymous  

Yolanda N. and Jason J. Tyler

PARTNERS 
$1,000 – $4,999 

Anonymous  

Anonymous  

Steve and Becky Betts 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Bobins,  
The Robert Thomas Bobins Foundation  

Annice Brave  

Steve and Kay Catlin  

Judy Erwin  

Mr. Kim Fischer  

Hill and Cheryl Hammock  

IMC Chicago Charitable Fund 

Krehbiel Family Foundation  

Jim and Kay Mabie  

John Madigan  

Michelle and Jonathan Russell  

Juan Salgado  

Scott and Martha Smith 

Rob and Nicki Stewart  

Sara Ray Stoelinga

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
*Founding Member
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